NPDES General Permit

The United States Environmental Protection Agency has made a final decision to issue the
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) General Permit for point source
discharges of pollutants from new or replacement individual wastewater treatment systems to
federally protected waters in Illinois. This General Permit will become effective on February 10,
2014.

According to the EPA, it is the responsibility of the potential discharger to determine whether or
not his or her system might discharge to a water of the United States. EPA suggests a common
sense way of evaluating whether you are required to be covered by a NPDES General Permit, if
you were to install a new or replacement surface discharging system on your land, would effluent
or pollutants from your system end up in a water of the United States or a conveyance to a water of
the United States. The NPDES General Permit defines Waters of the United States as follows:

Waters of the United States- EPA’s regulation at 40 C.F.R § 122.2 defines Waters of the
United States as follows:
1. All waters which are currently used, were used in the past, or may be
susceptible to use in interstate or foreign commerce, including all waters which are
subject to the ebb and flow of the tide;
2. All interstate waters, including interstate “wetlands;”
3. All other waters such as intrastate lakes, rivers, streams (including intermittent
streams), mudflats, sandflats, “wetlands,” sloughs, prairie potholes, wet meadows,
playa lakes, or natural ponds, the use, degradation, or destruction of which would
affect or could affect interstate or foreign commerce including any such waters:
a. Which are or could be used by interstate or foreign travelers for
recreational or other purposes;
b. From which fish or shellfish are or could be taken and sold in interstate or
foreign commerce; or
c. Which are used or could be used for industrial purposes by industries in
interstate commerce;
4. All impoundments of waters otherwise defined as waters of the United States
under this definition;
5. Tributaries of waters identified in paragraphs 1 through 4 of this definition;
6. The territorial sea; and
7. “Wetlands” adjacent to waters (other than waters that are themselves wetlands)
identified in paragraphs 1 through 6 of this definition.

If you have determined that discharge from your private sewage system may enter Waters
of the United States or conveyances to Waters of the United States, then you will need to

apply for an NPDES General Permit or install an alternative subsurface discharging system.

*For more information concerning NPDES go visit:

http://www.epa.gov/region5/water/npdestek/surfacedischarge/




